Nick Claxsan

Mick Claxson is the 30-yvear-old
managing director of Reigate-based
Comtec Enterprises, which he start-
ed from scratch in university, report-
ing a wmover of over £5 millian last

Comtec Enterprises - hit for young MD

year, and.a projected £8m for the
next financial year.

His firms include the T and net-
working technology consultancy
Comtec Enterprise [CT: a5 well as
Comtec Power, Comilec Care and
Comtec Relocations.

Claxson also has a control-
ling interest in the internaticnally
renowned Sussex Polo Club, and has
macle.a halit of acouiring businesses
and pursuing commerncial properly
opportunities in the locat area.

The latest edition o his arsenal
of businesses is a direct mail firm.
Claxson recently bought DP Direct,
a 30-year-old direct mail house
giant in Mitcham, Surrey, which
has 100,000 sq ft of warehousing.

Mat surprisingly, Comtec has
drawn the attention of Deloitte,
which lists It as the number one
fastest growing technology com-

pany in the south east of Eng-
fard, fourth fastest in Britain and
1ath fastest in Europe. In fact, it
has grown 6,000% in the last five
YEaArs

Claxsen timselt is refreshingly
down to earth, “I've had quite a lol
of practice in irving to get it right,”
he said, adding: *I get mare out of
a kick from working for myself 1han
working for ather people, But | like
to work hard, te listen to clients and
aolleagues, | wouldn't push a solu-
tion on the clisnts; we have grown
organically through referrals.

“I started as a consultant,
and | really enjoy the one-lo-one
spproach. Over time, | brought peo-
ple on to service clients, and before
| knew it | had taken on a sales team
to facilitate that. As the years have
gone by, | was able to look at ather
challenges in other companies; such

as the West Sussex Polo Club, That
was quite an-adventure, It is a chal-
lenge o help the dub grow.”

The latest move, the acquisi-
tion of DF Direct, was spurred by
a-decline in IT marging in the core
business, said Claxson.

He added that Comtec Enter-
prises rebranded 18 months age
and promoled a very green strat-
egy, although it had an ecological
approach well before mainstream
businesses took up the mantle.

As a result, the firm identified
the “green technology” issue six
manths before the rest of the IT
marketplace, and quickly posi-
tioned the company as one of the
leading exponents of carbon-reduc-
ing IT solutions, IT newswire CHNET
recently short listed Comitec along-
side |BM, Ricoh and: PC Warld for
"Best Green [T Initiative”.



